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AUSTRALIA DAY HONOURS — SHIRE OF ESPERANCE 
Statement by Member for Roe 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [12.47 pm]: On 26 January this year, I was present 
at the announcement of those receiving Australia Day honours from the Esperance community via the shire council. 
Like all regional communities, the people recognised by these awards comprise not only individuals who contribute 
to the wellbeing of others, but also organisations and community groups that serve to keep their communities vibrant 
and strong. 

The 2024 Community Citizen of the Year was Trudy Pengilly, who was recognised for her enormous contribution 
to St John Ambulance in Esperance. This organisation is dependent on people like Trudy to help keep the community 
safe and well. 

Esperance’s Senior Citizen of the Year was George Starcevich, whose service to community and country extends 
beyond his time with the Royal Australian Navy and to citizenship in civilian life through involvement with the 
shire council, the Esperance RSL, HopeFM radio and the Pink Lake Bush Fire Brigade. 

The Young Citizen of the Year honour went to Hannah Lauritsen, in recognition of her work with Goldfields Esperance 
Surf Life Saving Club, Esperance Scouts and Esperance Music Festival and as a piano and swimming instructor. 
She serves as a role model, inspiring young children to be active in sport, the arts and the community. 

The Active Citizen of the Year award went to a group of great importance to all in the community: the Esperance Senior 
Citizens Centre. This organisation goes above and beyond in its efforts to ensure that older members of the community 
live rich and worthwhile lives. 

In many shires within my electorate, Australia Day awards were presented to people and community groups that 
work tirelessly to ensure that people in their community are safe and well. While isolation is a big part of living in 
regional Western Australia, it remains true that in isolation, selflessness has the potential to flourish.  
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